
Data sources

What are the system’s key data 
sources? 

Is any personal data involved? Or 
data that is otherwise sensitive?

Data limitations

What are likely limitations of the 
data? 

Consider: biased data, incomplete 
data, poor-quality data. 

Also consider limitations of data 
decision-making such as team 
composition.

Positive effects

What stakeholders are likely to 
benefit from the system? How?

Negative effects

What stakeholders are likely to be 
harmed by the system? How?

Data purpose

What is the main purpose for 
collecting the data?

Minimising harm

What are ways in which the 
identified harms could be 
minimised?

Adapted from: The Data Ethics Canvas. (2021, June 28). The Open Data Institute. https://theodi.org/article/the-data-ethics-canvas-2021/
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